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children, have married them, given them assistance to
rear their young children and support their old parents."
The Maharaja thought that he would have little
difficulty in convincing this class of slave-owner
that the institution of slavery is thoroughly bad,
and that they would then be the first to volunteer
in the good cause of liberating their slaves. He
concluded his appeal to them as follows :
" The Government have the greatest hope that such will
come forward hi their numbers to offer the example
and the lead needed in such a movement. The Govern-
ment count upon them most and expect not to be
disappointed."
Those slave-owners who retained slaves for agri-
cultural and domestic purposes he placed in the
second category, and proceeded to show how these,
too, would benefit ultimately, by setting their slaves
free. He appealed to them also to help the Govern-
ment in its task of abolishing slavery. It is clear
that the owners of agricultural and domestic slaves
held a dominant position, for in appealing to them
to liberate their slaves, the Maharaja said : " Their
voice would be the deciding factor, and will they
be so hard hearted as to vote against the slaves ?
Let us hope not."
But the third category, the slave-traders, received
no quarter from the Maharaja. Boldly, and in un-
sparing language, he told this group of slave-owners
what he thought of them ! He told them they were
carrying on a " nefarious trade in human beings " ;